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Who are We?

The Humane Education Trust is committed to promoting Values in Education through Literacy
and Life Orientation. By rekindling the spirit of care and respect for life, learners find a new
sense of self-esteem and confidence. (Please see our documentary Caring Classrooms on You-
Tube). They begin to understand that only through their own individual actions can they begin to
lay claim, as South Africans, to their Constitutional right to Human Dignity.

Our resouces (see www.humane-education.org.za) are all to do with promoting positive
relationships with all the inhabitants of our planet. A highlight of our endeavours was in Septem-
ber 2006 when Vivienne Rutgers, a teacher with the Western Cape Department of Educa-
tion who has worked closely with the Humane Education Trust for five years, was invited to rep-
resent us and speak at the United Nations Forum on Sustainable Development in New
York. Said Mrs Rutgers: "l do not believe that we can solve violence in our society with high
fences and razor wire. If we are to fight violence effectively and uplift our communities for a sus-
tainable future, we will have to reach into the hearts of learners and develop that vital quality
called 'respect'." Vivienne believes that Humane Education is making a significant difference in
the communities in which she teachers. "Humane Education is bringing a sense of dignity to our
children again. Dignity is not skin deep. It begins in the heart and in today's world, it is seeded
by Humane
Education.”

Humane Education Trustodéds resources have been c.
including Kenya, Tanzania, Swaziland, United Kingdom, Canada, Brazil, Equador and Sri
Lanka.


http://www.humane-education.org.za

Making a Splash with our Big Compassionate Footprint!

In time for National Animal Week in October 2008, the Humane Education Trust (HET) published the
first-ever schools edition of its publication Animal Voice. And what a splash we made!

SPECIAL SCHOOLS ISSUE!

Dog saves the life of an abandoned baby girl
A dog in Argentina has saved the life of a baby girl who was
abandoned at birth by her mother, aged 14.

The baby was born prematurely in August, in an impoverished
settlement outside Buenos Aires, the capital city of Argentina. The
young mother panicked and abandoned the newborn on a vacant
plot, hidden by wooden boxes and rubbish.

Fortunately, an eight-year-old dog, named La China, found the
baby, picked her up and carried her 50m to safety, placing her
alongside her own puppies and even pulling a rag over her tiny
body.

The dog's owner was alerted when he heard a baby crying and
went to investigate. He immediately called the police and the little
girl was taken by social services to a place of safety.

Heroine of the story, La China, did not enjoy the media
attention, said her owner, fearing for the safety of her own puppies
amidst all the clamour. - BBC News 23 August 2008

Hond red lewe van 'n weggooi baba-dogtertjie
‘n Hond in Argentinié het die lewe gered van ‘n baba-dogtertjie
wat na geboorte deur haar 14 jarige ma weggegooi is.

Die baba is vroeggebore in Augustus, in 'n arm woonbuurt
buite Buenos Aires, die hoofstad van Argentinié. Die jong ma
was paniekerig en het die nuweling op 'n oop stuk grond, tussen
houtkiste en vullis agtergelaat.

Gelukkig het ‘'n ag-jarige hond, La China, die baba gevind, haar
opgetel en 50 meter ver gedra na ‘n veilige plek waar sy haar langs
haar eie kleintjies laat 1& het. Sy het selfs sover gegaan om ‘n lap
oor die kiein liggaampie te trek.

Die hond se eienaar het 'n baba hoor huil en het gaan ondersoek
instel. Hy het onmiddellik die polisie laat weet en die klein dogtertjie
is deur maatskaplike werkers na 'n veilige plek geneem.

Die held van die storie, La China, het nie al die aandag van die
media geniet nie, het haar eienaar gesé, want sy was bang vir die
’ veiligheid van haar eie . e
What about South African kleintjies te midde van -
Canine Heroes! al die bohaai.
Read how Wollie, a littie Maltese, saved - BBC Nuus
gardener Peter Swart from an attack by 23 Augustus 2008.
two Pit bull terriers in the award-winning

book Heroes and Lionhearts,
Wollie's story is one of 12—
true and amazing rescue . Haroes_,

§ Lionhaarts

stories that have taken

place right here in South
Africa. Available in English
and Afrikaans (Helde en
Leeuemoed), the book comes
with a free class workbook

with every order. /.J




On the strength of its popularity, HET hopes, in future, to publish Animal Voice T Schools

Edition four times a year i to coincide with the beginning of each term. If the first issue is

anything to go by, we believe that this upbeat,fun-f i | | ed | i ttl e Onewspaper 0
role in increasing the compassionate footprint of young South African citizens, helping them

gain insight into and an understanding of the sentience of fellow-earthlings, in all their mul-

titude of forms. With this understanding comes a sense of awe and respect.

OUR FOCUS

The focus of Animal Voice T Schools Edition will be on Foundation Phase and Intermedi-
ate Phase learners. Thus, by the time they reach their teenage years and the challenges of
the high school curriculum, they will hopefully already have a compelling sense of how our
treatment of animals is very much a human issue, reflecting and challenging our very hu-
manity.

It is said that it takes a generation to make a difference to a society and with this in mind,

we hope to be of service for the foreseeable future to the teachers and learners in South
Africad-eddl10 00O
primary schools in a

very meaningful

way.

OUR APPROACH

Our approach is not
a hard-sell of animal
rights. For instance,
the back page of our
first ever Animal
Voice i Schools
Edition October
2008 issue is all
about bullying. It
might seem that this
has little to do with
animals. Yet,
through the cross-
word puzzle, chil-
dren will i perhaps
for the first time in
their lives T begin to
understand how ani-
mals in our society
are usually the first
to be bullied.

This understanding
will be built upon in
subsequent issues,
affording an under-
standing of the link
between animal cru-
elty and human violence. This understanding empowers learners to see animal maltreat-
ment as a red flag that marks a potentially violent individual. It also creates a societal dis-
taste for such behaviour.
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The front page of our launch issue was all about saving an abandoned baby by a dog in
Buenos Aires. Not only did this story enchant learners about the potential of dogs in their
communities but it had another unexpected spin-off as well! Explained Foundation Phase

Head of Depart ment teacher, Vyear-olds learred nkotet ger s

about the problem of premature sexuality and teenage pregnancy through our classroom
discussions about this story than any other of the conventional talks we give to children
on the subject. The story is non-confrontational, non-intimidating and really got their
critical faculties going. o
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